Prayer?
Please list your prayer requests

with detailed information of
people in need. Thank you!

For more information email info@eastcooperbaptist.com
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First Time Guest?

We'd love to get
to know you!

SCAN DIGITAL
CONNECT CARD

843.856.3222 x PRAY (7729)

prayer@eastcooperbaptist.com

Sermon Notes.

Speaker: Buster Brown, Senior Pastor
Message: Serving: Finding Yourself in the Biblical Plotline

(Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Restoration)

Text: 1 Peter 4:7-11

Creation - God created all ex nihilo - from nothing
(and declared it “very good") (Genesis 1:31).

Fall - The first man, Adam, and woman, Eve, rebelled
against the loving command of God and plunged all
humanity into sin, alienation, and condemnation
(judgment). The Fall establishes the terrible problem that
the rest of Scripture is written to address.

Redemption - God established a sacrificial system that
prefigures the fulfillment of all promises in the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. He is the eternal God and
the Lamb of God who covers our sins by His
substitutionary sacrifice.

Restoration - In Christ, we live in the “already but not
yet." There is real and substantial healing in the present
context because of our union with Christ, but complete
and perfect restoration awaits in the New Heaven and
New Earth (Revelation 21-22) when Jesus comes again.

“1%As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as
good stewards of God's varied grace: ""whoever speaks, as
one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who
serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in
everything God mgy be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him
belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen."

1 Peter 4:10-11

"Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their
hearts. But when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed.

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are
perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded

the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of
God. For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ
as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. For
God, who said, 'Let light shine out of darkness," has shone in
our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Jesus Christ."

2 Corinthians 3:15-16, 4:3-6

“There's not a square inch in the whole domain of our
existence over which Christ, who is sovereign over all, does
not cry, mine!” Abraham Kuiper

“All Christians are under obligation to seek to make the will
of Christ supreme in our own lives and in human society.
Every means and method used for the improvement of
society and the establishment of righteousness among men
can be truly and permanently helpful only when they are
rooted in the regeneration (new birth) of the individual by
the saving grace of God in Jesus Christ.”

Baptist Faith and Message 2000, Article 15,

The Christian and the Social Order

The Kingdom of God is the King's power, over the King's
people, in a particular place.

(continued >>)

Sermon Notes.

(continued)

HOW DO WE LIVE AS EXILES:

Vocation is the calling to glorify/honor God and serve
others by living with beauty (good) and accountability
(stewards) (1 Peter 4:10).

GENERAL PRINCIPLES:

1. When we seek the welfare of others in the name of
Christ, then we are blessed as well. Welfare = Shalom

"But seek the welfare of the city where | have sent you into
exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare
you will find your welfare." Jeremiah 29:7

“The Webbin7g together of God, humans, and all creation in
justice, fulfillment, and delight... Shalom means universal
flourishing, wholeness and delight - a rich state of affairs
in which natural needs are satisfied and natural gifts
fruitfully employed, Shalom, in other words, is the way
things ought to be... The full flourishing of human life in all
aspects, as God intended it to be.”

Cornelius Plantinga, Not the Way It's Supposed to Be

. In seeking the well-being/flourishing/Shalom of others,
| am called to live as a laborer before God
(Colossians 3:22-24).

. Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat
their produce (Jeremiah 29:5).

“When a /{ather washes diapers or performs some other
task for his child - though the Father is acting in the spirit
of Christian faith...God, with all His angels and creatures,
is smiling- not because that Father is washing diapers
(necessarily), but because he's doing so in Christian faith.
Those who sneer at him and see only the task but not the
faith are ridiculing God with all his creatures, as the
biggest fool on earth (in doing so they show themselves to
be) nothing but the devil's fools.”

Martin Luther, Estate of Marriage

4. | ultimately live before an audience of One (verse 11b).

Corollary 1: | must always remember the plot line of the
redemptive message of Christ that leads to restoration
(2 Corinthians 4:4-6).

Corollary 2: "...there is a glorious account/n% that awaits
where we can 'hear well done, good and faithful servant’
(Matthew 25:14-30)."

POINTS TO PONDER:

1. We are all called and commissioned as disciples, which
includes our vocation.

. Commissioned accountants, mechanics, teachers,
attorneys, and homemakers, etc. have a calling that is
asimportant as cross-cultural workers (missionaries) or
pastors. There is no “priest/laity split”

(see the reformation).

. Where are you in the plot line in the present context in
this day?

Listen to sermons online at eastcooperbaptist.com/sermons
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Welcome.

We're glad you are here to worship
with us. If you are new to East
Cooper Baptist, we would love to
meet you. Please stop anyone with
a name-tag and let us answer any
questions you may have. Thanks
for being our guest.

.

Buster Brown, Senior Pastor
busterb@eastcooperbaptist.com | 843.856.3222 x2006

Traditional Worship and Classes
Sanctuary 9:30am & 11:00am

Contemporary Worship and Classes
Worship Center 9:30am & 11:00am

Ways to Give.

Giving is part of our worship to God. Through
your faithful giving, God continues to change
lives here in our area and around the world. L}

Give in-person by dropping your gift in any
giving box located throughout the church.

Give online by visiting our website at:
eastcooperbaptist.com/give.

Give via text by texting the word "GIVE" to
843-202-4848.

Get to Know.

ELDER ON THE MISSIONS TEAM

Raised in Christian community, Scott believed he
was following Jesus throughout his life. But, after
being challenged by a friend, Scott truly understood
his brokenness and surrendered his life to Christ at
the age of 19. He started attending ECBC in 2010 and
serves with Families Count. In his free time, Scott
enjoys playing games with his wife and kids.

@P Leadership.

We ask that members of East Cooper give input in
selecting leadership. Read and pray over the definitions
and scripture below. If someone comes to mind who
meets these qualifications, please complete the form to
nominate them for the role of elder or deacon.

Deacons

The word “deacon” means servant and came to be

used by the church to designate a special position in the
church. The diaconate, therefore, signifies a position

of special Christian service. Both the Scripture and the
dignity of the office demand a person of the highest
spiritual, moral, and practical qualifications. The
qualifications are listed in 1 Timothy 3:8-13 and are similar
to those for elders with the exception of “able to teach.”

Elders

Elders (also translated as “overseers”) are responsible
for overseeing their local church. Their primary duties
include leading, teaching, praying and shepherding the
people. The Bible lays out clear qualifications for elders
in 1 Timothy 3:1-10 and Titus 1:6-9. These qualifications
are living above reproach, faithful to his wife, self-controlled
temperament, prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to
teach, free from addictions, not pugnacious, uncontentious,
free from the love of money, manages his household
well, not a new convert, gives generously to his church,
has a good reputation with outsiders, not self-willed, not
quick-tempered, loves what is good, just, devout, and
one who holds fast the faithful word.

Nominate

To nominate digitally, scan the QR code below, fill out,
and submit.

DEACON
NOMINATION

ELDER
NOMINATION

Nominations close on October 13

000

361 Egypt Road * Mount Pleasant, SC 29464 « 843.856.3222

Upcoming.

WE'RE HIRING

If you or someone you
know has a heart for
ministry and believe God
has called you to serve,
please review the available
positions we have
open online.

APPLY TODAY.

WOMEN'S RETREAT

Join us on February 7-9!
Our speaker, Lauren
Beech, will explore the
Book of Philemon from
various perspectives and
share how we too and can
be received and refreshed
in Christ.

REGISTER ONLINE.

TAKE A CLASS

We have several classes
happening throughout the
fall, including:

The Gospel of Mark (9:30am)
Baptist Heritage & Theology
(11:00am)

Foundations for the
Christian Life begins
October 6 at 11:00am.

MORE INFO ONLINE.

SERVE ON THE
PRODUCTION TEAM

Do you have interest in
helping with audio or
visual needs on a Sunday
morning? We'd love for
you to serve with us!
Training is provided.

SIGN UP TODAY.

WE’RE
HIRING

rrrrrrrrrrrrr

eastcooperbaptist.com/jobs

RECEIVED &

REFRESHED

WOMEN'S RETREAT

eastcooperbaptist.com/events

Classes.

Take A Class Routinely.

eastcooperbaptist.com/classes

eastcooperbaptist.com/serve

Hello.

Please complete the perforated

section and take to the Welcome
Desk or place in any giving box
located around the church.

I/We attended worship at:

9:30am 11:00am

I am a first time guest

Name

Spouse

Birthdate Spouse Birthdate

Address

City

State Zip

For more information email info@eastcooperbaptist.com

Mobile

Spouse Mobile

Email
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Spouse Email

First Time Guest?

We'd love to get Preferred method of contact:

to know you! Call Text Email

SCAN DIGITAL
CONNECT CARD

Interested in the following:
Become a Christian
Join the Church
Meet with a Pastor

Subscribe to newsletter

Other



