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Speaker: Buster Brown, Senior Pastor

Message: Incredible Joy and Unswerving Purpose
In the Journey

Text: Jude 24-25

“24Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to
present you blameless before the presence of his glory with
great joy, *to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ
our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before
all time and now and forever. Amen.” Jude 24-25

Jude has brought a serious problem to the attention of
the early church (false teachers in their midst) and called
upon them to contend for the faith that has once for all
been delivered to the saints. (v.3) In order to sustain and
encourage them, he begins and ends his brief letter by
focusing on the character of God and his mercy in the
lives of his people.

KEY CONCEPTS

JUSTIFICATION: You are accepted in Christ (lavishly loved
and adopted) by grace alone.

SANCTIFICATION: You are progressively free from the
bondage to sin by the power of the Holy Spirit through
the glory of the cross of Christ.

As believers undertake this difficult task of standing for
the truth and mercifully exposing error:

1. We are to keep our focus on the character of God
(vw.1-2, 24-25)

“Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to
my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to
the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long
ages.” Romans 16:25

“Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than
all that we ask or think, according to the power at work
within us.” Ephesians 3:20

. The primary comfort in the life of a disciple of
Jesus, and that which gives joyful motivation, is
to understand we will be presented “unblemished
[blameless and faultless] in the presence of His glory
with triumphant joy and unspeakable delight”.
(v.24b, Amplified Bible)

We understand we are justified and declared
righteous by faith ALONE, through grace ALONE by
the power of the cross of Christ ALONE, as we walk
under the authority of the Bible ALONE, to the glory
of God ALONE.

“There | began to understand that the righteousness

of God is that by which the righteous lives by a gift

of God, namely by faith. And this is the meaning: the
righteousness of God is revealed by the Gospel, namely,
the righteousness with which a merciful God justifies us
by faith...Here | felt that | was altogether born again and
HAD ENTERED PARADISE ITSELF THROUGH OPEN GATES.”
Martin Luther, Castle experience in 1518(?)

(continued >>)

Sermon.

(continued)

Classical Mysticism
* Personal cleansing
* [llumination

* Union with God

Biblical Spirituality

* Union with Christ, by faith, through the power of the
Holy Spirit

* lllumination by the Holy Spirit through the study of
Scripture

+ Ongoing cleansing through the progressive work of
sanctification

We are kept from stumbling as we live in the
empowering strength of the Holy Spirit.

CONNECTION PATHWAYS

Engageinaw service weekly.
C to a group consistently.

S on a team monthly.

Take a c routinely.

ANSWER KEY: Worship, Connect, Serve, class

. Energy/effort is endemic to (progressive) sanctification.

“Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so
now, not only as in my presence but much more in my
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and
to work for his good pleasure.” Philippians 2:12-13

“If we interrupt the process of sanctification by
procrastinating in meeting an issue that God has set
before us or by reverting to a posture of backsliding
unbelief, God in his love will inevitably bring our lives into
circumstances of failure, frustration or suffering which will
drive us back to sobriety.” Richard Lovelace, Dynamics
of Spiritual Life: An Evangelical Theology of Renewal, p.118

QUESTIONS:

1. Differentiate between understanding our walk of
faith through (a) the lens of justification versus (b) the
lens of sanctification [primary]. Which one brings joy,
usefulness and comfort?

How is the understanding of justification by faith
alone, through the grace of Christ alone the soil and
safeguard (armor) of the Christian faith?

What type of energy is involved in sanctification? How
is sanctification “synergistic"?

In Ephesians 6, the Christian armour is discussed.
How is each piece of the armour central to an
understanding of the gospel of grace?

Your mobile devices are welcome! After the service, we
encourage you to share encouraging pieces of the sermon or
worship service on social media.
Tag ECBC using #ecbccharleston.

Listen to sermons online at eastcooperbaptist.com/sermons
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=® \Welcome.

Jj = - We're glad you are here to worship
i f":_::? A with us. If you are new to East
Cooper Baptist, we would love to
meet you. Please stop anyone with
a blue name-tag and let us answer
any questions you may have.
Thanks for being our guest.

Buster Brown, Senior Pastor
busterb@eastcooperbaptist.com | 843.856.3222 x2006

Traditional Worship / Sunday Classes
Sanctuary 9:30a & 11:00a

Contemporary Worship / Sunday Classes
Worship Center 9:30a & 11:00a

Ways to Give.

Giving is part of our worship to God. Through
your faithful giving, God continues to change
lives here in our area and around the world.

Give in-person by dropping your giftin any
giving box located throughout the church.

Give online by visiting our website at:
eastcooperbaptist.com/give.

Give via text by texting the word "GIVE" to
843-202-4848.

Ways to Serve.

We would love to have you on one of our serve teams!

Serve on the Production Team and help us
provide audio and video each Sunday as we
worship and study God's word. Training is
provided. To sign up, email Communications at
communications@eastcooperbaptist.com.

Volunteers are needed on the Welcome Team
to open doors and welcome people as they
arrive to church. To sign up, email Moriah at
moriahc@eastcooperbaptist.com.

Are you interested in helping out in Children's
Ministry? If so, we would love to help you use
your gifts to serve the church. Email Crystal at
crystalc@eastcooperbaptist.com to sign up.

Four Connection Pathways
at East Cooper.

Connect to a Group Con5|stently

We have a lot of groups at East Cooper. We have community

groups, which are for everyone and usually meet in homes in

the evenings. We also have specialized groups based on your
stage of life and particular seasons you are in. Join a group:

eastcooperbaptist.com/groups

Serve on a Team Monthly

We believe that every Christian needs tangible places to serve
others. We have teams that serve the body on Sundays and
the community on other days. Sign up to serve:

eastcooperbaptist.com/serve

Take a Class Routinely

Our classes are designed to help you grow in your
understanding and your ability to lead others.
Plan to take a class:

eastcooperbaptist.com/classes
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For detailed event information, please go online.
eastcooperbaptist.com/events

CLASSES BEGIN TODAY

We have a variety of classes
available Sunday mornings
and throughout the week.

Please see the Welcome
Desk for more information
about our classes or online at
eastcooperbaptist.com/classes.

PLAN TO ATTEND.

GROUPS START BACK
THIS WEEK

We would love for you to
get connected to one of our
many groups. Whether it's
a Community Group, one
of our Age & Stage groups,
or a Care Group. All of
our groups are open and
waiting for you to join at
eastcooperbaptist.com/groups

GET CONNECTED TODAY.

CITY SERVE

Join us on September 25
from 8:00am-2:00pm to
serve our city. We will
be serving with our local
partners to help bless them
with various needs at their
different locations. Meet us
in the gym for a breakfast
before teams head to their
serve sites.

PLAN TO ATTEND.

FALL FUN DAY

Volunteer with us on
Saturday, October 9
from 1:00-5:00pm at the
Navigation Center. Help us
give underprivileged kids
and families a carefree,
fun day with a carnival-like
setting with games & prizes.

REGISTER ONLINE.
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For more information email info@eastcooperbaptist.com

First Time Guest?

We'd love to get

to know you!
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Hello.

Please complete the perforated
section and place in any giving
box located around the church.

I/We attended worship at:

9:30a 11:00a

I am a first time guest

Name

Spouse

Birthdate Spouse Birthdate

Address

City

State Zip

Mobile

Spouse Mobile

Email

Spouse Email

Preferred method of contact:

Call Text Email
Interested in the following:

Become a Christian
Join the Church
Request a personal visit

Subscribe to newsletter

Other



