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Speaker: Buster Brown, Senior Pastor
Message: Serving Our Generation With Mercy

Text: Jude 17-23

“7But you must remember, beloved, the predictions of the
apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ. They said to you, ‘In the
last time there will be scoffers, following their own ungodly
passions.” It is these who cause divisions, worldly people,
devoid of the Spirit. 2°But you, beloved, building yourselves
up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit,
21keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy
of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life.*?And have
mercy on those who doubt; #save others by snatching them
out of the fire; to others show mercy with fear, hating even
the garment stained by the flesh.” Jude 17-23

Jude writes to the church that has been impacted by
the false teachers who were sensual libertines. These
teachers were involved in jealousy, selfish greed, and a
lust for power (v.11).

In responding to this crisis, Jude advocates:

1. To REMEMBER the apostolic warning: There will
always be “scoffers who follow their own ungodly
desires”. (vw.17-19)

. To be ARMED WITH SPIRITUAL POWER as the church
prays in the Holy Spirit, keeps themselves in God's love
(remembering and rejoicing in the gospel of “done”),
and waits for the second coming of Jesus. (vv. 20-21)

. To RESPOND to the doubters, the confused, and the
scoffers with MERCY. (vv. 22-23)

Question: How do we serve our present generation?
Answer: With kindness and mercy, as we speak with
diligence the truth of scripture.

“..but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always
being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks
you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with
gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so

that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good
behavior in Christ may be put to shame.” 1 Peter 3:15-16

ASPECTS OF KINDNESS/MERCY

1. People display mercy when there is a growing
understanding that the unmerited grace of God has
been lavished upon them because of the cross of
Christ. (Ephesians 1:8-9, Titus 3:3-6, Luke 7:47)

. Mercy is extended when believers understand that
the Father opens eyes to see the goodness/beauty of
Christ. (2 Tim 2:24-25a, 2 Corinthians 4:4)

“Of all people involved in controversy, we who
understand the unmerited grace of God, are most
expressly bound by our own principles to the exercise
of gentleness and moderation. If indeed, they who differ
from us have the power of changing themselves, if they
can open their own eyes, and soften their own hearts,
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then we might with less inconsistency be offended at their
obstinacy: but if we believe the very contrary to this, our
part is, not to strive, but in meekness to instruct those
who oppose.” John Newton (1725-1807), Letter to a
friend who was admonishing others for doctrinal errors

. Mercy marks the character of the person who
recognizes the rich provision of the Father.
(James 1:16-17)

. Jesus described himself as being “gentle and humble
of heart” (Matthew 11:28-30). We live out the reality of
our union with Christ by displaying the character trait
of MERCY.

. Disciples of Jesus are commanded to instruct the
doubters and scoffers. (v.22-23)

QUESTIONS:

1. Do you believe that “gentleness/mercy is perhaps the
most neglected virtue among Christians today"? Why
or why not?

. Why is it important to understand that mercy/
gentleness is not a particular gift of the Holy Spirit
given to some, but a fruit of the Holy Spirit
(Galatians 5:22-23) freely given to all who trust in Jesus?

. How do we progressively understand the lavish mercy
of the cross and the glory of the forgiveness of sins?

. Consider John Newton'’s letter; Why do believers walk
with a spirit of mercy and patience with those who are
unbelievers (2 Timothy 24-25a)?

. How do we speak to others with a spirit of mercy?

ECBC CORE VALUES:
In order to live out the gospel in all that we do...

...We submit to the Bible.
...We are a family.
...We serve others.

We have been both secured by Jesus’ service to us and
equipped with spiritual gifts, that we might freely serve
both the church and the world. Our members are called
to pour themselves out in a variety of ways, as well as to
consider their entire lives to be spiritual acts of service.
Scripture: Mark 10:45, Acts 20:24, Acts 20:35, Phil. 2:17

...We make disciples.

worship service on social media.

Your mobile devices are welcome! After the service, we
encourage you to share encouraging pieces of the sermon or
Tag ECBC using #ecbccharleston.

Listen to sermons online at eastcooperbaptist.com/sermons
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=W \Welcome.

.-’f - . -~ We're glad you are here to worship
». with us. If you are new to East
Cooper Baptist, we would love to
meet you. Please stop anyone with
a blue name-tag and let us answer
any questions you may have.
Thanks for being our guest.

Buster Brown, Senior Pastor
busterb@eastcooperbaptist.com | 843.856.3222 x2006

Traditional Worship / Sunday equipeu Classes
Sanctuary 9:30a & 11:00a

Contemporary Worship / Sunday equipeu Classes
Worship Center 9:30a & 11:00a

Ways to Give.

Giving is part of our worship to God. Through
your faithful giving, God continues to change
lives here in our area and around the world.

Give in-person by dropping your giftin any
giving box located throughout the church.

Give online by visiting our website at:
eastcooperbaptist.com/give.

Give via text by texting the word "GIVE" to
843-202-4848.

Ways to Serve.

We would love to have you on one of our serve teams!

Serve on the Production Team and help us
provide audio and video each Sunday as we
worship and study God's word. Training is
provided. To sign up, email Communications at
communications@eastcooperbaptist.com.

Volunteers are needed on the Welcome Team
to open doors and welcome people as they
arrive to church. To sign up, email Moriah at
moriahc@eastcooperbaptist.com.

Are you interested in helping out in Children's
Ministry? If so, we would love to help you use
your gifts to serve the church. Email Crystal at
crystalc@eastcooperbaptist.com to sign up.

The New
Student Life Center

We hope you will join us for tours
of the new Student Life Center on
Sunday, August 29 after each service.
Refreshments will be provided.

The Student Life Center will open doors to more
possibilities for innovative learning, athletic
excellence, and discipleship.

For Palmetto Christian Academy the 44,000 square
foot facility is fully equipped with science labs, a 3D
printer, high-tech Promethean board, the newest
laptops to foster STEM learning, a regulation-size
gym, a weight room, and locker rooms for their
home and visiting teams.

Our Middle School Ministry will use the breakout
space and classroom space for games and teaching
on Sunday mornings. The High School Ministry will
have a dedicated hang out space in the gym. High
School Ministry and Campus Outreach will use the
gym for teaching on Sunday mornings.
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For detailed event information, please go online.
eastcooperbaptist.com/events

COMBINED SERVICES
IN THE SANCTUARY

Join us for combined
services on August 29 at
9:30 or 11:00am in our

Sanctuary. We will have C 6M B! I N E D

tours of our new Student SERVICES
Life Center available after IS v
each service for anyone ]
interested.

SEE YOU THERE.

47TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

On August 29, we will be
celebrating all that God
has done for the past 47
years through East Cooper.
Join us at 6:00pm with an
orchestra concert and ice-
cream social directly after
the concert.

PLAN TO ATTEND.

FIRST STEP CLASS

Whether you are a
first-time guest or have
attended for a while, we

would love for you to join
us for our First Step Class
September 12 at 11:00am
in B224/225. This is a great
way to learn more about
becoming a member or
getting connected.

SEE YOU THERE.

FIRST S1TEP

CLASS

MEMBERSHIP CLASS

In September we will be
offering a Membership
class at 11:00am taught by
Leland Brown. By coming,
you will learn more about
what it means to become
a member of ECBC. Meets
on September 12, 19, 26, ®
& October 3 in room B224.

REGISTER ONLINE.

MEMBERSHIP
CLASS

We'd love to get

CONNECT CARD

08.22.21

Hello.

Please complete the perforated
section and place in any giving
box located around the church.

I/We attended worship at:

9:30a 11:00a

I am a first time guest

Name

Spouse

Birthdate Spouse Birthdate

Address

City

State Zip

For more information email info@eastcooperbaptist.com
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Spouse Mobile
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Spouse Email

First Time Guest?

Preferred method of contact:

to know you! Call Text Email
SCAN DIGITAL Interested in the following:

Become a Christian

Join the Church

)

Request a personal visit

Subscribe to newsletter

Other



