Prayer?

Please list your prayer requests

with detailed information of
people in need. Thank you!

For more information email info@eastcooperbaptist.com
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First Time Guest?

We'd love to get
to know you!

SCAN DIGITAL
CONNECT CARD

-

843.856.3222 x PRAY (7729)

prayer@eastcooperbaptist.com

Sermon Notes.

Speaker: Buster Brown, Senior Pastor
Message: Seeing Jesus Clearly: The Call to Life Enhancing,

Eternity-Focused Obedience

Text: Mark 8:34-38

“And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to
them, 'If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself
and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and
the gospel's will save it. For what does it profit a man to gain
the whole world and forfeit his soul? For what can a man give
in return for his soul? For whoever is ashamed of me and of
my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will
the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory
of his Father with the holy angels.” Mark 8:34-38

“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and | will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me,
for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
Matthew 11:28-30

The most important aspect in the life of a disciple is to see
the reality of Jesus in a comprehensive and clear fashion
by the power of the Holy Spirit under the authority of the
Word of God.

In this passage Jesus calls his people to a life of discipleship/
obedience.

If glad songs of salvation reside in my life and home
(Psalm 118:14-15); if | have tasted the goodness and
purpose that comes in knowing the living God (Psalm
84:10-12); if | understand that gaining God's perspective
and understanding his character leads to joy (Nehemiah
8:10) then the call to obedience can be embraced.

THE CALL TO FOLLOW JESUS:

1. Deny himself

A person who denies himself gives up all reliance on
whatever he is by giftedness and nature regarding his
salvation and relies on God alone. He intentionally
turns away from thought patterns and behaviors that
do not harmonize with his new life in Christ

(2 Corinthians 10:5, Philippians 3:7-11).

. He takes up his cross

The underlying figure is that of a condemned man
who is forced to take up and carry his own cross to a
place of execution. While the condemned man does
it under distress and pressure that disciple of Christ
does it willingly as he tastes the goodness of the Lord.
He voluntarily and decisively accepts the pain, shame,
and persecution that may be his lot because of his
loyalty to Christ.

. He begins to follow and keeps on following Jesus as
Savior and Lord

(continued >>)

Sermon.

(continued)

When we come to places of required obedience to Christ
(Matthew 11:28-30, Mark 8:34-38)

* The yoke of Jesus is easy and His burden is light

* As | do this | will find rest and refreshment for my soul
* | will embrace that which is truly life

+ | will travel with hope and anticipation

« | will “prove” the authenticity of my faith

*The 4 mental/emotional outworkings of the life of obedience
all preceded by the work “for.” (vv 35-38)

* Zealously press into this obedience because it will lead
to true life. (For whoever would save his life...)

* Do not buy the lie. (i.e. “If | gain the world's bounty; | win")

« Know that once the life is lost it is too late. (For what can
a man give...)

+ Have an anticipatory attitude towards the reality of eternity.

APPLICATION:

1. The Father is called Father because he is a Father. The
living God is a person who gives life and is pulsating
with energy in his triune glory.

. Gaining an eternal perspective frees (frees us to live
life with joy and to love others because we play to an
audience of One) and feeds/energizes us because we
continue to taste the superlative goodness of Jesus
(Helping Broken People Treasure Jesus).

. There is a “cross-bearing” that is based on the
promises of scripture and biblically anticipatory and a
“cross-bearing” that is teeth gritting and dour/gloomy.

. Jesus will call us to do “hard things"” for his glory, the
advancement of His kingdom, and our flourishing.

. We are to let our light so shine before men that they
see our good works that they glorify our Father who is
in heaven. (Matthew 5:16)

“lesus promised his disciples three things: that they would
be completely fearless, absurdly happy, and in constant
trouble. It might be argued that most Western Christians
do exemplify any of these three - least of all ‘absurdly
happy.” G.K. Chesterton

“It is a positive misfortune to Christianity when a Christian
cannot smile. A merry heart, and a readiness to take part
in all innocent mirth, are gifts of inestimable value. They
go far to soften prejudices, to take stumbling blocks out of
the way, and to make way for Christ and the gospel.”

J.C. Ryle

. This is what help happens: looking away from self to
the Kingdom expands our horizons and enlarges our
persona. (Matthew 25:40)

encourage you to share encouraging pieces of the sermon or
worship service on social media.

D Your mobile devices are welcome! After the service, we
Tag ECBC using #ecbccharleston.

Listen to sermons online at eastcooperbaptist.com/sermons
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W \Welcome.

.-’f - . -~ We're glad you are here to worship
[ ey By with us. If you are new to East

: Cooper Baptist, we would love to
meet you. Please stop anyone with
a blue name-tag and let us answer
any questions you may have.
Thanks for being our guest.

Buster Brown, Senior Pastor
busterb@eastcooperbaptist.com | 843.856.3222 x2006

Traditional Worship and Classes
Sanctuary 9:30am & 11:00am

Contemporary Worship and Classes
Worship Center 9:30am & 11:00am

Ways to Give.

Giving is part of our worship to God. Through
your faithful giving, God continues to change
lives here in our area and around the world.

Give in-person by dropping your giftin any
giving box located throughout the church.

Give online by visiting our website at:
eastcooperbaptist.com/give.

Give via text by texting the word "GIVE" to
843-202-4848.

Get to Know.

Ken

Betancourt

ELDER ON THE LOCAL OUTREACH TEAM

Ken became a believer while on a mission trip in 2013.
He has attended ECBC since 2018. He has served in
Kids Ministry and currently serves on the Local Impact
and Missions Committee, and is a foster parent. In his
free time, Ken enjoys fishing and spending time with
brothers in Christ.

Classes.

Take a Class Routinely.

SPRING SEMESTER
We have many classes coming up for you to grow in your
faith and equip you for the days ahead. These classes meet

Sunday mornings. For more information on a class, please
visit our website.

CORE CLASSES:

EXODUS
Sundays, February 5 - May 28 at 11:00am.

GOSPEL INSTINCTS
Sundays, February 5 - May 28 at 11:00am.

DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES:

PARENT COMMISSIONING
Sundays, March 5, April 2, and May 7 at 11:00am.

LEADERSHIP CLASS
Sundays, March 5 - May 14 at 11:00am.

MEMBERSHIP CLASS
Sundays, June 4-25 at 11:00am.

Join a Class Today!

eastcooperbaptist.com/classes
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Upcoming.

CONSTITUTION VOTE
The Elders have

recommended updates to
our Constitution and Bylaws.

We encourage all of our

members to review these
changes you received via

email. We will be voting o
these changes on March 1

If you have questions please

email Derek Walden.
CHECK YOUR EMAIL.

CONNECT CAMPS

Connect Camps is a one-
week, day camp filled with
non-stop fun, engaging
activities, daily faith-based

lessons, and the chance

make lasting friendships.

Runs from June 12-16.
Scholarships are availab
online.

REGISTER TODAY.

EASTER SUNDAY
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You are invited to celebrate
our Risen Savior on Easter

Sunday at East Cooper!

There will be combinedat QaSte r

services in the Sanctuary
8:30, 9:45, & 11:00am.

SUNDAY

Nursery for children birth

to two years old will be
available at 9:45 & 11:00a

INVITE A FRIEND.

SERVE THE POOR &
DESTITUTE

There are people in our

community in need of
our help, both through

serving them & sharing the
gospel! Serve with Families

Count and Hope to Hom

Furnishing Ministry as we

reach our community.

SIGN UP TODAY.

Finan

Giving Year-to-date
Budget Required

eastcooperbaptist.com/easter

e

eastcooperbaptist.com/serve

cial Update.

$ 3,688,440 (fiscal year:
$ 3,739,893  August 1, 2022-July 31, 2023)

For more information email info@eastcooperbaptist.com
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First Time Guest?

We'd love to get
to know you!

SCAN DIGITAL
CONNECT CARD
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Hello.

Please complete the perforated

section and take to the Welcome
Desk or place in any giving box
located around the church.

I/We attended worship at:

9:30am 11:00am

I am a first time guest

Name

Spouse

Birthdate Spouse Birthdate

Address

City

State Zip

Mobile

Spouse Mobile

Email

Spouse Email

Preferred method of contact:

Call Text Email
Interested in the following:

Become a Christian
Join the Church
Meet with a Pastor

Subscribe to newsletter

Other



