Prayer?

Please list your prayer requests

with detailed information of
people in need. Thank you!

For more information email info@eastcooperbaptist.com
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First Time Guest?

We'd love to get
to know you!

SCAN DIGITAL
CONNECT CARD

-

843.856.3222 x PRAY (7729)

prayer@eastcooperbaptist.com

Sermon Notes.

Speaker: Buster Brown, Senior Pastor
Message: Seeing Clearly: Understanding and Applying the

Wonder of the Cross

Text: Mark 8:27-33

“27And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of
Caesarea Philippi. And on the way he asked his disciples,
'Who do people say that | am?' And they told him, John
the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and others, one of the
prophets.' 2And he asked them, 'But who do you say that

I am?' Peter answered him, 'You are the Christ.' 3°And he
strictly charged them to tell no one about him. 3'And he
began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many
things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and
the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again.
32And he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside and
began to rebuke him. 33But turning and seeing his disciples,
he rebuked Peter and said, 'Get behind me, Satan! For you
are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the
things of man." Mark 8:27-33

The most important aspect in the life of a disciple is to see
the reality of Jesus in a comprehensive and clear fashion
by the power of the Holy Spirit under the authority of the
Word of God.

To see Jesus clearly | must comprehend the wonders of
sins forgiven by the substitutionary work of Jesus on the
cross for me.

If you don’t get the cross you don't get it... The disciples
had a misunderstanding of what Messiah would be and
do. Therefore “Jesus spoke to them plainly” (Mark 8:32).

“For he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, 'The Son
of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men, and
they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three days he
will rise." But they did not understand the saying, and were
afraid to ask him.” Mark 9:31-32

"Saying, 'See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son

of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and the
scribes, and they will condemn him to death and deliver him
over to the Gentiles. And they will mock him and spit on him,
and flog him and kill him. And after three days he will rise."”
Mark 10:33-34

1. The cross is a stumbling block to some and folly to
others.

“but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews
and folly to Gentiles,” 1 Corinthians 1:23

2. Those who see Christ as only a great teacher or moral
example do not understand and comprehend the
greatness or the cross, nor have the hope of heaven
(They are like the man who “saw men as trees walking”
Mark 8:24b).

. Believers must be careful in drifting from the centrality
of the cross.

(continued >>)

Sermon.

(continued)

"Perhaps more common yet is the tendency to assume
the gospel, whatever that is, while devoting creative
energy and passion to other issues—marriage, happiness,
prosperity, evangelism, the poor, wrestling with Islam,
wrestling with the pressures of secularization, bioethics,
dangers on the left, dangers on the right—the list is
endless. This overlooks the fact that our hearers inevitably
are drawn toward that about which we are most
passionate. Every teacher knows that. My students are
unlikely to learn all that | teach them, they are most likely
to learn that about which | am most excited. If the gospel
is merely assumed, while relatively peripheral issues ignite
our passion, we will train a new generation to downplay
the gospel and focus zeal on the periphery." D.A. Carson,
Prophetic from the Center

. Note the “extreme/severe” response of verse 33 versus
the disappointment of Mark 8:2.

“What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense
or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in that | rejoice.”
Philippians 1:18

“But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to
you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let
him be accursed.” Galatians 1:8

APPLICATION

1. “l once was lost, but now | am found. | once was blind, but
now | see.” (John Newton) The Holy Spirit opens our
eyes to see the glory of the Gospel through the work of
the cross and this hindsight is always 20/20
(1 Peter 1:3; 18-21, Philippians 3:10-ff, Galatians 6:14).

2. We must be resolute/adamant/single-minded in
advocating the glory of Christ seen in the wonder and
mercy of the cross.

3. The cross allows us to be prophetic from the center.

“This means to center our churches on the gospel, thereby
producing a series of balances that other approaches do
not have. We should be neither separatist or triumphalistic
in relationship to our culture. Believers should seek to

both inhabit the older cultural institutions and set up new,
innovative institutions and networks that work for the
common good on the basis of the Christian understanding
of the cross.” Ed. D.A. Carson, Tim Keller The Gospel as
Center, pg 18

. We should assiduously follow the instruction of
Charles Spurgeon, “Rest not then content without
increase and acquaintance with Jesus. Seek to know more
of Him and his divine nature, and His human relationship,
and His finished work on the cross, in His death, in His
resurrection, in His present glorious intercession, and
in His future royal advent. Abide hard by the Cross, and
search the mystery of his wounds. An increase of love to
Jesus and more perfect apprehension of his love to us is
one of the best tests of growth and grace.”

Morning and Evening, Jan 4

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS CAN BE FOUND ONLINE

Listen to sermons online at eastcooperbaptist.com/sermons
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We're glad you are here to worship
with us. If you are new to East
Cooper Baptist, we would love to
meet you. Please stop anyone with
a blue name-tag and let us answer
any questions you may have.
Thanks for being our guest.

Buster Brown, Senior Pastor
busterb@eastcooperbaptist.com | 843.856.3222 x2006

Traditional Worship and Classes
Sanctuary 9:30am & 11:00am

Contemporary Worship and Classes
Worship Center 9:30am & 11:00am

Ways to Give.

Giving is part of our worship to God. Through
your faithful giving, God continues to change
lives here in our area and around the world.

Give in-person by dropping your giftin any
giving box located throughout the church.

Give online by visiting our website at:
eastcooperbaptist.com/give.

Give via text by texting the word "GIVE" to
843-202-4848.

Get to Know.

MIDDLE SCHOOL DIRECTOR ON STAFF

Jordan is from Charlotte, NC. He came to know Christ
in 2013 after reading the Bible on his own for the first
time. Through the influence of the godly people around
him and the words he read in Ephesians 2:1-10, Jordan
surrendered his life to Jesus. He joined the ECBC staff
in 2020. Two of Jordan’s favorite things are hunting and
watching UNC sports.

Groups.

Connect To A Group Consistently.

CONNECT IN A GROUP

Getting connected into a group provides a place to grow in your
relationship with Jesus and be encouraged to pursue him. At East
Cooper, we recognize that God created us to be in community
with fellow believers and to be a family in our homes and across
the generations within our church. We offer many different
groups, from age and stage to groups that help you through
some of life's most challenging experiences.

COMMUNITY GROUPS - Meets Throughout the Week

COLLEGE GROUP - Sundays at 9:30am

YOUNG ADULTS - Sundays at 9:30am

GRIEFSHARE - Sundays at 11:00am

SINGLE MOMS - Sundays at 6:00PM

GRANDMOTHERS IN PRAYER - Tuesdays at 8:00am

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY - Tuesdays at 9:30am, Wednesdays at
6:30pm, or Thursdays at 6:30am.

DIVORCECARE - Wednesdays at 6:30pm
MAN2MAN - Fridays at 6:20am

RE| ENGAGE - New groups start August 9.
Registration is now open.

Join A Group Today!

eastcooperbaptist.com/groups
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Upcoming.

- That the people will see Jesus through each person and begin

~ to ask questions. -
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PRAY FOR

JORDAN

MARCH 2-11

- An open door for the gospel to the refugee families.

- That our team and the Jordan team would mutually
encourage each other.

- That our minds would be focused on the essential things.

CONSTITUTION VOTE

The Elders have
recommended updates to
our Constitution and Bylaws.
An email will be sent to all
members to review these
recommendations today.
We will be voting on these
changes on March 12. If you
have questions please email
Derek Walden.
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CONSTITUTION
AND BYLAWS

CHECK YOUR EMAIL.

derekw@eastcooperbaptist.com

SERVE IN PRODUCTION

Do you have interest in
helping with audio or
visual needs on a Sunday
morning? We'd love for
you to serve with us!
Training is provided.

SIGN UP TODAY.

eastcooperbaptist.com/serve

Hello.

Please complete the perforated

section and take to the Welcome
Desk or place in any giving box
located around the church.

I/We attended worship at:

9:30am 11:00am

I am a first time guest

Name

Spouse

Birthdate Spouse Birthdate

Address

City

State Zip

For more information email info@eastcooperbaptist.com

Mobile

Spouse Mobile

Email
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Spouse Email

First Time Guest?

We'd love to get Preferred method of contact:

to know you! Call Text Email

SCAN DIGITAL
CONNECT CARD
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Interested in the following:
Become a Christian
Join the Church
Meet with a Pastor

Subscribe to newsletter

Other



