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Speaker: Buster Brown, Senior Pastor

Message: As Obedient Children, Be Holy
(See Clearly and Live with Purpose)

Text: 1 Peter 1:14-21

“As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of
your former ignorance, but as he who called you is holy, you

also be holy in all your conduct, since it is written, You shall be
holy, for I am holy.” And if you call on him as Father who judges
impartially according to each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves

with fear throughout the time of your exile, knowing that you were
ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not
with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious
blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. He

was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made
manifest in the last times for the sake of you who through him are
believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory,
so that your faith and hope are in God.” 1 Peter 1:14-21

In response to the mercies of the triune God we are to:

« Constantly prepare our minds for action
Be filled with a serious-minded, eternal perspective and

+  Embrace the call to HOLINESS

“What does it mean that God is holy? The Hebrew word means
literally to be completely ‘set apart.” When applied to God, the
word means there is none like him, that he is infinitely above

us and all things in power, perfection, and righteousness. When
people are holy (Leviticus 11:44; 1 Peter 1:16), it means they belong
wholly to God. They serve not with divided loyalties but with their
whole heart. For the Christian church to be holy means it should
be radically different. The early Christians stuck out in the Greco-
Roman pagan society because of their integrity and honesty,
their sympathy and forgiveness, their sexual chastity, and their
astonishing financial generosity. They were holy. Are we?”

Tim Keller, The Songs of Jesus

In a Life of Holiness

1. Rejoice in: The calling and privilege: obedient children
(v.14).

“The people of God thereby recognize not only Christ as their
Redeemer and Saviour, high priest and advocate at God'’s right
hand, not only the Holy Spirit as their sanctifier and advocate,
not only the Father as the one who has called them into the
fellowship of his Son but also as the one who has instated them
in his family, and they enter into the holiest in the assurance
that he, the God and Father of the Lord Jesus Christ, will own
them and bless them as his own children. No approach to God
partakes of comparable intimacy, confidence, and love with
that of the simple, yet unspeakably eloquent, ‘Abba, Father'.
And they accept all the dispensations of his providence as those
of the all-wise, all-holy, and all-loving Father in heaven. It is not
without significance that the acme of privilege and the highest
outreach of confidence toward God...”

John Murray, Collected Writings, Volume 2, p. 230

(continued >>)

Sermon.

(continued)

2. Appeal: The wonder of the atoning cross (v.18-21).

“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are
God'’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you
have received mercy.” 1 Peter 2:9-10

“Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit
within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for
you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.”

1 Corinthians 6:19-20

3. Remember: Former ignorance and futile ways (v.14,18).

4. Comforted by the gentle mercies of ABBA FATHER in his
corrections (v. 17).

“Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us
and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject

to the Father of spirits and live? For they disciplined us for a
short time as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for
our good, that we may share his holiness. For the moment all
discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields
the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been
trained by it.” Hebrews 12:9-11

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. When do Christians look like a Dinka (6'3") walking down the
streets of Indonesia/Bolivia (5'3")?

Why is our adoption into the family of God the “apex of the
Christian experience"?

What “futile ways"” were part of your family/culture
experience before your conversion?

What is the heart of our Heavenly Father when he
disciplines us?

Your mobile devices are welcome! After the service we
encourage you to share pieces of the sermon or worship on
social media that you think others will find encouraging.
Tag ECBC using #ecbccharleston.

Listen to sermons online at eastcooperbaptist.com/sermons
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up an equipeu guide or go online to choose from a variety of classes.
Register for track classes at eastcooperbaptist.com/classes.
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We have a safe and loving environment for your children
where they can learn about God. Please take advantage of
our nursery for children up to age three during the worship
services. Our ushers are ready to assist you.




